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/Mv Trevor Bingham in the chair), Dr. 

At 2.30 p.m. (Mk. ire\^ 

Marion Hunter read her papei <> 

"oral training of children up to 

SCHOOL AGE. 

Every thoughtful parent acknowledges the need of right 
training for their children ; some more fully than others 
T number ignore the absolute and imperative duty of 
i ng true teaching in a most important branch, viz., the 
disciplining of their physical natures and the real meaning of 
sex, with Its many privileges, duties, and temptations The 
following quotation from Huxley sums up very beautifully 
the ideal to be aimed at and the issues involved. That 
man I think, has had a liberal education, who has been so 
trained in youth that his body is the ready servant of his 
will ; and does with ease and pleasure all the work that as 
a mechanism it is capable of ; whose mind is stored with a 
knowledge of the great and fundamental truths of Nature 
and the laws of her operations ; one, who, no stunted ascetic, 
is full of life and fire, but whose passions are trained to come 
to heel by a vigorous will, the servant of a tender conscience ; 
who has learnt to love all beauty, whether of nature or art, 
to hate all vileness, to respect others as himself.” This may 
seem too comprehensive a scheme to be dealt with in the 
first ten years of life. A little thought, wall, I believe, convince 
us that training in other respects begins at birth, and continues 
throughout life. The object of my paper is to suggest that 
this most vital part of a child’s education shall not be isolated 
(or, as is often the case omitted), but form part of its general 
moral training. 

I leave out all mention of training in the recognised virtues 
of truth, honesty, and obedience ; but it must not be thought 
that I would in any way advocate undue prominence being 
given to this subject, that would seem to be quite as mis- 
chievous as the present policy of shamed silence adopted 
by so many parents. 

The choice of a nurse should be carefully made. She 
should be aware of and in sympathy with the parents’ wishes 
an i eals for the children, with a full sense of her responsi- 

I I y and privileges. Undesirable habits and ideas are 
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frequently learnt from a nurse, the evil effects of which are 
far-reaching. It is not enough that the nurse be honest, 
sober, and respectable. It is common to find much care 
given to the choice of a cook and high wages paid to her, 
wdiile anyone seems “ good enough ” for the children. This is 
fundamentally wrong. A nurse has it in her power to work evil 
or good for the child to a much greater extent than is realised. 

Parents should make it their business to gain the confidence 
of their children so that it may be perfectly simple and natural 
for them to apply to their parents for information on any 
subject which may interest them from time to time. This 
implies absolute truthfulness, as far as a parent is able, in 
answering all questions put by the child. Any other course 
is fatal, and sooner or later alienates the child’s trust and 
confidence. 

One of the earliest questions put by children (and it is 
astonishing how early some children are interested in this matter) 
wall be on reproduction, either of animals or their own kind. 
Children notice physical differences in the nursery between 
boys and girls ; and in households where a new baby comes 
every year or two the inevitable question " where do babies 
come from ? ” will have to be answered. Surely it is not a 
subject for jesting and to be put off with a lie or snub the 
“ cabbage,” “ doctor’s bag,” or other horrible story so 
commonly heard. If the mother refuses to deal honestly 
with her child at this juncture she not infrequently sows the 
seed of future disaster. Any suggestion of mystery at once 
transforms a healthy desire for knowledge into a morbid 
curiosity, and the child goes elsewhere for information, and in 
ninety-nine out of one hundred cases to undesirable sources ; 
and when no further questions are put by the child the deluded 
parent thinks all is well. 

As to physical differences which interest children early in 
life : a question on this point might easily be made use of to 
teach a child never to misuse any part of its own or another s 
body. Point out how delicate, for instance, is the eye and 
how easily injured. Remind them how babies have no teeth 
at first, but that care was taken to keep its mouth in goo 
condition, so that the teeth might grow well ; so cert a. 
parts of the body are not functionally active in childhood 
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• „ hp treated with care lest they 
but nevertheless require to be tiear y 

be ^p r oduc ti o„ : ■ ^ 

but^real questioning should be frankly and simply dealt with. 
No urea? scientific knowledge is necessary. Children are 
wonderfully simple in their acceptance of great truths .t is, 
“Iwn-ups” who invest the subject with awkwardness 
Ten how the human egg. too small to be seen with the naked 
eve is stored in the mother’s body, and after fertilisation by the 
father is fed, etc., in her body till it is big and strong enough 
to be born, and that both parents are caring for it all these 
months. It is always difficult to make clear to quite a young 
child the facts of fatherhood, but it can be shown how the 
father works and cares for the mother ; in this way a child 
realises that the father’s love and care have an important 
part to play in the reproduction of the race. The child who 
is taught facts simply and lovingly by the parents will associate 
sex matters with something specially sacred, and bound up 
with mother, father, and home life with its many ties and 


claims ; not a subject for indiscriminate talking among young 
companions, servants, and others. It should not be difficult to- 
give the teaching so as to make the child feel the subject is one 
of real importance, and that it is a privilege to have your con- 
fidence ; but, like many other things connected with family 
life, not to be gossiped about ; rather, a sacred truth entrusted 
to the child’s keeping when it is felt worthy of the trust. At 
the same time warn against talking over the matter at all with 
other children, and say others may not have been rightly taught 
by their parents, and are apt to speak and act wrongly of such 
things. If your child is able to say, “ Oh yes, my mother told 
me all this, it at once tends to stop undesirable conversation. 

I am quite aware that many parents will say it is quite 
unnecessary to teach children under school age such facts, 
as they know all about their children and their playmates. 
Facts disprove this entirely. It is impossible to know what 
the children hear from nurses, servants, even ordinary visitors 
to one’s house ; much less can we know what they talk of 
among themselves!! They are wonderfully good at keeping 
their own little secrets, and it becomes only too easy for them 
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to regard “ grown-ups ” as not being able to understand 
things ! ! Of this fact we may rest assured. Reproduction 
is one of the most wonderful and beautiful things noticed 
early by children, and can be kept quite sacred to them forever 
if the parents accept rightly their obvious responsibility at 
the crucial moment. The policy of crushing the child with 
“ You must not talk of such things,” leads to the perfectly 
natural conclusion that marriage, child-bearing, and family 
life are really something to be ashamed of. If the keynote to a 
country’s future morality lies (as I believe it does) in the nursery 
and home training, nothing can be more fatal than this idea. 

Teach your own child in your own simple language, and on 
no account let it go to school (even a day school) without 
safeguarding its innocence of thought, word, and deed in 
this respect. If you do you will probably have cause to 
regret your neglected duty. My remarks apply to girls and 
boys equally. 

The masters and mistresses of boys’ and girls’ schools would 
be enormously helped in their work if all children had right 
home teaching on sex matters before going to school. For 
the boy or girl going away to boarding school a final careful 
warning and instruction should be given, in addition to the 
gradual general teaching from earliest days. The need of such 
work is attested by heads of schools. The Moral Education 
Committee are at present circularising Public and Preparatory 
schools, with a view to confirming or disproving the need 
of hearty co-operation of parents in this way during early 

child life. . , , , .. 

The evidence, so far, is overwhelmingly in favour of definite 

home teaching (not a single talk just before a child leaves 
home, this only confuses and terrifies an already over-wroug 
child embarking on school life) from earliest days. 

I have omitted all mention of teaching botany and biology, 
which should form part of a child’s education as a ma er 
of course. But it is too much to expect a young mind to 
grasp by analogy from flower and animal life the all-absorbi g 

fact of How babies come. .1 

I feel sure the paper by Mr. Badley will empha « the 
urgency of parents accepting their responsibility in 
matter, and will show the evils of neglect. 


